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around the world at any time.
And so we’re looking outward. We’re

looking for more exports and more pro-
ficiency in math and science. And I believe,
thanks to Mr. Kamen and others who are
committed here, we can get the job done.

Thank you, sir, for having me here today.

Note: The President spoke at 5:45 p.m. at
the Technology Center, the headquarters of
U.S. FIRST (For Inspiration and Recogni-
tion of Science and Technology). In his re-
marks, he referred to Dean L. Kamen,
founder of U.S. FIRST, and Roland Schmitt,
president of Rensselaer Polytechnic Insti-
tute. A tape was not available for verifica-
tion of the content of these remarks.

Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater on the National Technology
Initiative
February 12, 1992

The President today endorsed a February
12, 1992, conference at the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology to launch the na-
tional technology initiative.

The President today in New Hampshire
said, ‘‘Look to the long-term, and we’ve got
work to do . . . steps we can take right
now to guarantee progress and prosperity
into the next American century. We get
there by investing in the technologies of to-
morrow . . . with Federal support of R&D
at record levels . . . . We need to share
the results, get the great ideas generated
by public funds out into the private sector,
off the drawing board and onto store
shelves. Our national technology initiative
will do just that. . . . at M.I.T., the first
regional meeting is underway.’’

The conference is the first of a series of
regional meetings intended to spur U.S.
economic competitiveness by promoting a
better understanding of the opportunities
for industry to commercialize new tech-
nology advances. The program will highlight
the Federal Government’s investment in ad-
vanced technologies, much of which may

have commercial potential. It also will stress
recent changes in Federal policies designed
to foster private sector cooperation in com-
mercializing technology.

Secretary of Energy James D. Watkins,
Acting Commerce Secretary Rockwell A.
Schnabel, Acting Transportation Secretary
James B. Busey, and NASA Administrator
Richard Truly described the joint initiative
as a way to address one of the key chal-
lenges facing industry: the need to translate
new technologies into marketplace goods
and services. Encouraging closer coopera-
tion among U.S. companies and better links
with Federal laboratories is a central ele-
ment of the initiative.

The M.I.T. conference and subsequent
meetings around the country will provide
an opportunity for a discussion among Gov-
ernment, industry, and universities and in-
crease awareness of Federal science and
technology programs that can benefit U.S.
firms. In recent years, Congress and the
Bush administration have taken steps to bet-
ter enable the private sector to commer-
cialize federally supported research.

Statement on the Resignation of Richard H. Truly as Administrator
of the National Aeronautics and Space Administration
February 12, 1992

I have today regretfully accepted the res-
ignation of Richard H. Truly as Adminis-

trator of the National Aeronautics and
Space Administration.
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